

























































































































































































































                                                 
2 We need to be cognizant that the intent of neoliberal discourse to produce an individualized 
subjectivity does not necessarily make it so. Too often the adoption of individualizing practices 
by  persons  are  assumed  to  entail  a wholesale  embrace  of  neoliberal  rationality, when  the 
adoption of these practices may be more a matter of routine economic survival. The failure to 
adequately  locate resistance to  these discourses and practices can make  it appear  that  they 






























































































































                                                 
5 For a critique of the original TILMA agreement, see Weir 2007. 
6 Brad Wall himself acknowledged this, conceding that “the biggest mistake the Saskatchewan 

















































































                                                 
7  It  is  interesting  to note  the blame here  is placed on all past governing political parties  for 
advancing  public  sector  solutions  over  and  above  the  private  sector  ‐  despite  the  prior 
governing Liberal and Conservative parties’ vocal advocacy for “free enterprise.” In this sense, 






































                                                 
8 Why Wall chose 1941 as the date “something changed” is curious given that Liberal premier 
William  J. Patterson was  in power. However,  three years  later Tommy Douglas and  the CCF 
would win their first provincial election. 
9 According  to  the Saskatchewan Party’s 2007 platform: “A Saskatchewan Party government 













































































                                                 
11 In Wall’s rendition, the “cats”  ‐ originally representing the bourgeoisie in Douglas’ version ‐ 
rescue Mouseland from the inept rule of the “mice.” Wall’s parody could therefore be seen as 
inadvertently  confirming  David  Harvey’s  hypothesis  that  neoliberalism  is  all  about  the 
“restoration  of  class  power,”  as  the  bourgeoisie  are  once  again  restored  to  their  rightful 
position of rule! (See Harvey 2005, 16). 
12 As Chip Bertlet and Matthew Lyons (2000, 6) explain, “one of the staples of repressive and 















































the  Wall  government  is  tremendously  reliant  on  potash  revenues  ‐  which  at  its  height 


















































































                                                 
15 Eisler (2005, 72) argues that the “myth of Saskatchewan” is premised on the enduring belief 
that  “Saskatchewan  has  a  much  greater  economic  and  social  potential  than  what  it  has 








































                                                 
16 Whether  the general public accepts neoliberalism as  the only possible politics  is certainly 









































                                                 
18  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  ultra‐conservative  Fraser  Institute  praised  “the  historic 
transformation” of economic policy under the NDP in 2007, ranking the province the third best 
climate  for  private  investment  in  the  country.  Brad Wall’s  “New  Saskatchewan”  has more 








































                                                 
19 While much of the Saskatchewan Party’s social agenda is in the traditional neoliberal vein of 
“growing a bigger economic pie” rather than redistributing the “existing economic pie,” they 
have made modest  increases to social assistance rates and other  low‐income supports For a 
discussion on neoliberal approaches to social justice, see Wicker 1981.  
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raising	the	prospect	of	the	party	being	wiped	out	completely	(Mandryk	
2011).	While	careful	not	to	draw	too	many	conclusions	from	these	
numbers,	it	certainly	appears	that	the	NS	discourse	has	resonated	with	
Saskatchewan	voters,	as	its	message	of	prosperity	and	optimism	appears	to	
align	with	the	current	mood	of	the	public	(Gray	2009).		
	 However,	given	the	fragile	nature	of	resource‐based	economies	and	
the	vagaries	of	world	commodity	markets,	the	discourse	of	the	New	
Saskatchewan	may	prove	as	fleeting	as	its	predecessors.	Saskatchewan	has	
always	been	particularly	prone	to	the	cyclical	nature	of	the	global	
economy,	characterized	by	periods	of	“Boom	and	Bust.”	While	the	NS	
discourse	is	quick	to	argue	that	those	days	are	part	of	the	“old”	
Saskatchewan	and	that	those	who	might	counsel	caution	to	the	current	
heady	optimism	are	“running	down”	the	province,	the	track	record	of	
neoliberalism	sustaining	economic	growth	in	other	parts	of	the	world	
should	give	us	pause.		
	 As	many	other	scholars	have	forcefully	argued,	neoliberalism	as	a	
strategy	for	economic	growth	has	been	a	broad	failure	‐	particularly	in	
comparison	to	the	state‐led	industrial	strategies	of	the	Keynesian	era	
(Chang	2008;	Harvey	2005;	Kotz	and	McDonough	2008).	Harvey	argues	
that	while	neoliberalism	has	not	been	very	successful	at	generating	wealth,	
it	has	been	tremendously	successful	at	redistributing	wealth	upwards.	
Indeed,	Harvey	(2005,	16)	states	that,	“redistributive	effects	and	increasing	
social	inequality	have	in	fact	been	such	a	persistent	feature	of	
neoliberalization	as	to	be	regarded	as	structural	to	the	whole	project.”	The	
advent	of	neoliberalism	in	Saskatchewan	has	produced	similar	results,	
with	increased	inequality	of	earnings	evident	among	Saskatchewan	
families	over	the	past	thirty	years.	Over	this	period,	
	
The richest 10 per cent of Saskatchewan families took home the lion’s share of 
the province’s economic growth, increasing its share of earnings from twenty‐
three to twenty‐eight per cent. The bottom half of Saskatchewan families have 
found themselves shut out from economic gains and their share of earnings 
dropped from twenty‐six to twenty‐three percent (Gingrich 2009, 41). 
	
Furthermore,	inequality	in	the	province	has	been	particularly	acute	since	
2000,	with	Saskatchewan’s	after‐tax	income	gap	in	2006	the	third	worst	in	
all	of	Canada	(Gingrich	2009).		
	 Whether	the	people	of	the	province	will	accept	such	growing	
inequalities	as	an	inevitable	part	of	the	‘New	Saskatchewan’	is	an	open	
question.	So	far,	it	appears	the	NS	narrative	of	unlimited	prosperity	and	
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growth	has	managed	to	conceal	the	more	ugly	consequences	of	
neoliberalism	from	public	view.	However,	while	the	NS	discourse	has	been	
aided	and	abetted	by	the	economic	prosperity	recently	experienced	by	the	
province,	should	Saskatchewan’s	own	brand	of	neoliberalism	demonstrate	
the	same	instability	and	penchant	for	crisis	as	it	has	in	the	rest	of	the	
world,	the	Wall	government	may	yet	have	to	return	to	the	rhetoric	of	crisis	
in	order	to	convince	the	Saskatchewan	public	to	remain	on	the	neoliberal	
path.	
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